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U.S. DESTROY 


IN THE ATLANTIC 


NO CHANGE IN 


AMERICAN POLICY 


THE United States destroyer Reuben 

o during the night oí October 30 while on convoy 
west of Iceland, the United States 
last night, according to a Reuter 


to 
duty in the North Atlantic, 
State Department announced 
telegram from Washington. 


James was sunk by a 


There was no information then whether there were any 


survivors of the sinking. 


The Reuben James, commanded by Lieut.-Commander H. 


L. Edwards, with 


is the second 


a normal crew of 120 (including six officers). 
American warship fired at and hit since President 


Roosevelt's *‘ Shoot on Sight ' Order on September 12. 
President Roosevelt said last night that he did not think 


there would be 


American vessels, and 


any change of policy as a result of attacks on 
he had no thought of the possibility of 


severing diplomatic relations with Germany. 


THE LOST WARSHIP 


The vessel is described as an O-tvpe 
flash deck destroyer, and is said to be 
similar to those which were trans- 
ferred to Britain under t] » Lease-Lend 
Act It is 314 feet long, with a beam 
of 3 feet, and displacement of 1,190 
tons. It was laid down in 1918 and 
completed two years later, and is of 
the four-funnel type. According to 
Jane's Fighting Ships, it was armed 
with four 4-ineh guns, and had a speed 
of 35 knots. The Reuben James also 
carried anti-aircraft protection, and 
mounted twelve 21-inch torpedo tubes. 

The simsing of the Reuben James 
follows about a fortnight after the tor- 
pedoing of the destroyer Kearny, 350 
miles south-west of Iceland, with he 
Joss of eleven men, the Press Asso- 
ciation adds. - Ten other men were in: 
jured, and the vessel seriously 
damaged, but the Kearny, with a large 
gash in its side, was able to make port. 

On September 4 a German submarine 
attacked the United States destroyer, 
Greer, while she was en route to 
Iceland with mat. 

The attack on the Kearny was re- 
ferred to bv President Roosevelt in 
his historic Navy Day broadcast, in 
which he declared: ‘We Americans 
have cleared our decks and taken our 
battle stations. 


NO DIPLOMATIC 
BREAK LIKELY 


President. Roosevelt stated last night | 


that he saw no possivilitvy of severing 
diplomatic relations with Germany, and 
thought there had been no change in 
American policy as the result of the 
loss of the Reuben James and other 
recent attacks on American vessels, 

In reply to questions “at, his..Press 
Conference, he said he had no details 
to add to those already announced by 
the Navy Department. The Renben 
James, he declared, was simply carry- 
ing out the duty aasigned to her. 

Reporters pressed Mr. Roosevelt 
for further information as to whether 
American warships had sunk any Ger- 
man submarines, but the President. said 
that he would not tell even if there 
had been such sinkings. 

The President made it clear that the 
reason for withholding information. of 
such sinkings is its effect on the moral 
of U-boat crews. 

“Is it the policy to announce when 


attacking them have been sunk ?’’ 
asked a reporter. 

The President recalléd his questioner 
to what occurred in the days of the 
last war. The sinking of German ships 
was not announced then, although 
casualties to American vessels were. 

“You can’t keep it secret from 
Germany, can you?’ was the next 
question, to which the President 
replied: “Yes, for a long time, and 


that is the point.” 


“NO WONDER,” 
SAYS BERLIN 


BERLIN. + Friday. — A German 
spokesman said to-day that if the 
American destroyer Reuben James was 
accompanying a convoy “it is: no 
wonder she was torpedoed.”’ 

‘Convoy is an English affair, and 
whoever participates in it becomes part 
of an English formation,’ a spokesman 
said. 

The spokesman added: ‘‘I am cer- 
tainly glad it was not our U-boat that 
was sunk. but rather the American 
destrover that was torpedoed. Ameri- 
can destroyers have no business in 
entering the war zone.’’—( Associated 
Press. ) 


REVISION PLEA BY 
SENATOR 


After Senator Connally, Chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Committee, 
had solemnly informed the Senate of 
the sinking of the Reuben James, 
Senator O'Daniel announced he would 
later ask for an immediate vote on the 
Neutrality Act amendments lifting the 


restrictions or United States shipping. 


““T am wondering if the men aboard 
that ship took time to debate for days 
and days the qu@stion as to whether 
or not this country is neutral,’ said 
Senator O'Daniel. ‘It seems to me 
the psychological moment has arrived 
for the Senate seriously to consider 
announcing its decision.”’ 

The Administration leaders had earlier 
set Wednesday as the deadline for 
Senate action on revision. During 
the debate Senator Brooks asserted 
that the proposed revision would send 
the nation ‘‘full speed ahead, shooting 
its way into active participation in the 
second world war.’’—(Reuter. ) 

Senator O’Daniel’s proposal was later 


our ships are sunk and not when those 
— 


Said the passenger on the express (!) 
As he parked his @®tantST mattress, 
“I find it much cheaper, 


To take my own sleeper, 
In these days of uncertain progress.” 
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Senator Aiken Spe biican, Vermont) 
declared President Roosevelt was ‘‘ per- 
sonally responsible for whatever lives 
may have been lost” in the Reuben 
James. £ 

At this Senator Barkley (Democrat, 
Kentucky) retorted:  ''The ' President 
had more right to outline a defence 
area around the Western Hemisphere 
than Hitler had to take a pencil and 
draw a line 1,500 miles out in the 
Atlantic, , It is unfair to charge 
the President with personal responsi- 
bility for the death of these men, if 
any have died,’’—(Reuter.) 


EXCITEMENT IN THE 
CAPITAL 


A Press Association Foreign Special 
from Washington last night stated :— 
Washing‘on is buzzing with excitement 
over the sinking of the Reuben James, 
but what offect it is likely to have on 
Congress and the public generally is 
not yet indivated.  Isolationists in 
Congress. maintain their attitude that 
the President's policy is getting the 
results it asks for, and that such inci- 
dents are to be expected as a result 
of his Fata Roosevelt supporters 
argue that the United States Navy 
has a right to be where it is, and that 
this marks the opening of unrestricted 
German warfare against the American 
Navy. 

lt is not expected that the sinking 
will shorten materially the debate now 
proceeding in Congress, but many 
observers feel that it is bound to 
harden public opinion. The American 
people, like the British, take an enor- 
mous pride in the Navy, and are 
sensitive to attacks on it. The wave 
of indignation which swept the country 
when the Japanese sank the gunboat 
Panay in the Yangtse in December, 
1937, has been recalled. 

The President's comment indicates 
that no new step is likely to be taken, 
but merely that the Navy will contiaue 
doing the work he laid down for it 
some weeks ago But a deeply stirred 
public opinion will soon make Its 
effect felt in both Congress and the 
White House. A first step, it seems 
certain, is that a continuance of Ger- 
man attacks on the United States 
Navy will lead to a break in diplo- 
matic relations. 


WHAT CONGRESSMEN 
SAY 


News of the etnking 
among Congressmen. ; 
one of the leading opp: <s of the 
Administration's Fada policy, de: 
clared : '' America will protect her sea- 
men no matter what mission they are 
on.’ 
Senator Capper commented: ‘‘ This 
apparently brings us closer to a shoot- 
ing war.” . 
nator Gurney—‘‘ This clinches the 
— for wiping out the Neutrality 
Art.” 

Senator Truman—' We can expect 
such things when our ships are mw 
war zones.”’ 

Senator White—‘‘ Simply another de- 
monstration that Hitler is out to 
attack and sink.’’ 

Senator Adams-—‘ Once 


caused a stir 
enator Gillette. 


we gave 


,orders to shoot it was inevitable that 


we were going to be shot at. We 
ought to be minding our own business, 
not participating in the war.” 

Senator Bridges—‘‘ One more indica- 
tion that the United States must stand 
up for its rights. We cannot afford 
to be driven from the seas.” 

The sinking is “ another evidence of 
the murderous and defiant attitude of 
the Nazis,’ declared Senator Connally, 
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee. “ This unfustibed, 
dastardly sinking must be . avenged. 
The seas do not belong to Hitler, they 
belong to all nations, and we shall not 
surrender them to his bloody and brutal 
sway.” 

Senator Barkley, leader of the Demo- 
cratic majority in the Senate, said :— 
“ It appears that the Nazis are deter- 
mined to drive us off the seas, and 1 do 
not believe the American people is 
‘ready to be driven off.” 


ROOSEVELT GOES TO 
HYDE PARK 


President Roosevelt last night left 
for his Hyde Parx home for the week- 
end, when Mr, Mackenzie King, the 
Canadian Premier, and (Princess 
Juliana and her two children .will be 
his ae guests. He is returning 
to Washington on Wednesday, says 
Associated Press. 


MERCHANTMEN LOST 


Nine American-owned or operated 
merchanitmen have been sunk since the 
war began, the’most recent being the 
cargo vessel Lehigh, sunk off the West 
African coast on October 19.—(Reuter.) 
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SAILING SHIPS 
FOR EIRE 


TO BRING CARGOES 
FROM AMERICA 


It is learned that a group of Dublin 
merchanis have chartered two sailing 
vessels in America to bring in general 
cargo, including foodstuffs, to Eire. 

Both ships are large vessels, de- 
pendent entirely on sail for motive 
power, and both have iron hulls. One 
is of 1,750 tons and the other 2,300 
tons, and they will be available for the 
trans-Atlantic voyage as soon us the 
necessary warrants for their ceperture 
from the U.S.A. are ready. 

It is also learned that another group 
of Irish business men is interested in 
the purchase of sailing ships from 
America, preferably: those equipped 
with auxiliary power. In that connec- 
tion it is not without interest to note 
that the building of wooden-hulled 
sailing vessels has been revived in 
America, where manv feel that the 
war-time shipping/sTifficulties will give 
the older-fashioned craft a new lease 
of life. 


THE NEW NATIONAL 
LOAN 


At a meeting of the Council of the 
Federation of Irish Manufacturers, 
Ltd., held at 3 St. Stephen’s Green, 
Dublin—Mr. M. W. O'Reilly, Presi- 
dent, presiding—Mr, J. J. Walsh, past 
i Soc Fios proposed a resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted, calling on 
all industrialists and the eral public 
to give their full and unqualified sup- 
port to the National Loan, the terms 
of which have been announced by the 
Minister for Finance. 
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i PRICE OF WHEAT ° 
A motion will be moved in the Dail 
by Deputies Patrick Belton and Patrick 
Chine calling for a 


Pee sapeaasar 
fixed price for st wheat of 
not less than 60/- per ba 
stones, 
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NORTH STRAND 

BOMBED AREAS 

DAMAGE TO 1,700 
HOUSES 


By AN ‘‘Intsu TIMES” REPRESENTATIVE 


[INVITED to say something 

about the Corporation s 
efíorts to deal with the damages 
caused by bombing in the North 
Strand area, Mr. R. S. Laurie 
—Chief A.R.P. Warden and 
Officer in Charge of Bomb 
Damage Repairs — produced 
schedules of facts and figures 
which revealed the widespread 
character of the damages 
suffered by buildings in the 
vicinity. 

The total number of dwellings ren- 
dered partially or completely uninhabit- 
able, “ said, was upwards of 1,700. 
Of that total 69 were wholly destroyed 
and 1,676 were left in conditions which 
in all cases called for first-aid repairs 
or for reinstatement. Most of the 
totally destroyed buildings had been 
demolished, and others were in course 
of demolition. First-aid repairs had 
been completed in all but 29 cases, 
and official contractors—employing 620 
men—were busily engaged on first-aid 
and reinstatement operations. Already 
1,150 buildings had been completely 
reinstated, and no time was being lost 
in *completing the reinstatement of. the 
remaining 680 damaged structures. 

In addition to such work, carried on 
in the face of severe shortages of 
necessary materials, the Corporation 
had undertaken the removal of furni- 
ture from more than - 100 
dwellings and—as already reported— 
had provided .altegnative accommoda- 


“tion for many dispossessed families. 


REPAIR EXPENDITURE 


Asked to say what he thought would 
be the total costs of first-aid repairs 
and reinstatement, Mr. Laurie said 1t 
was not yet possible to arrive at final 
or precise figures. In some cases £10 
or £20 would cover the necessary re- 

airs, but in others the outlay would 
we nearer to £130, which had been 
fixed as the Government's maximum 
contribution towards the restoration of 
any dwelling. 

Some interesting questions are likely 
to‘arise as to future tenancies of many of 
the dwellings now being repaired. 
If the majority of the 370 families for 
whom the Corporation provided accom- 
modation at Cabra and elsewhere do 
not return to the North Strand, some 
scores of repaired houses, apparently, 
will be available for letting to new 
tenants. 

On the 
are being 
tion to acquire 
repaired and other properties in 
the vicinity of the bombed area, 
Mr. Laurie was nnable to say what 
stage had been reached in the nego- 
tiations. As the result of inquiries 
made elsewhere it can, however, be 
stated that large numbers of dwellings 
which escaped damage in the bombed 
greas will very soon be acquired by 
the Corporation with a view to “a 
general reconstruction scheme’’ for the 
whole bombed district and its sur- 
roundings. 


steps which 
the Corpora- 


possession of 


question of 
taken by 


'BUS STRIKE 


ENDED 
STRIKERS TO JOIN THE 


IRISH UNION 


The partial stoppage of Dublin trans- 
port services ended last night. 

At 8 o'clock last night the 250 men 
who still remained on strike, on the 
advice of the Chairman of the Strike 
Committee, Mr. J. Thompson, applied 
to the Tram and “Bus Branch of the 
1.T. and G.W.U. for membership and 
reinstatement in the employment of the 
Tramway Company. | 

At a meeting in the Trades Hall, 
Gardiner street, the men had _pre- 
viously been advised by representatives 
of the Executive of the Dublin Tradés 
Union Council to resume work, as the 
situation for the strikers appeared to 
be hopeless. 

The meeting appointed a deputation, 
in which they passed a vote of con- 
fidence, to pursue negotiations with the 
company for the reinstatement of the 
men on strrxe. 

The deputation went to the offices 
of the company, and then to the Tram 
and ‘Bus Branch: of the I.T. and 
G.W.U., where the members of the 
deputation were received by the Branch 
Secretary, Mr. William + i The 
deputation returned to a meeting of 
the strikers in. the Seamen's Halil, 
Marlborough street, and reported that 
if the men appre’ to the I.T, and 
G.W.U. as individuals they would be 
reinstated immediately. This did not 
include the men dismissed after scenes 
at the Mansion House three months 
ago, who would have to b. reinstated 
by the Executive, as they had been 
expelled by the Executive. , 

After some discussion, and an appeal 
on the part of the members of the 
deputatian, the men agreed to apply to 
the 1.T. and G.W.U., which they did 
at 8 p.m. 

It was stated by an official of the 
Tramway Company that there would 
be a full service to-day. 
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NEW YORK DOCKS 


STRIKE SETTLED 


NEW YOBK,. Friday.—The five-day 
strike at the Robin's Dry Dock Com- 
pany’s ‘Brooklyn yard, involving 5,800 
workers on fourteen British and Ameri- 
an ships was settled to-day.—(Asso- 
ciated Press.) 

The Industrial Union of Marine Ship- 
building Workers called the strike on 
to force action on the wnion’s 


r an increase in wages. 


Preside nt, 
ng a presentation on behalf of the BA staff of 
by Sean O'Sullivan to Professor Eoin Mc 
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ELECTRICITY 


COSTS MORE 


TEN PER CENT. 
INCREASE 


HE Electricity Supply Board 
has increased its charges 
by ]0 per cent. i 

Several private consumers, on being 
guestioned, said that the increase was 
an unfair burden on a community 
which had already considered the elec- 
tricity charges unnecessarily high. The 
manager of a leading radio store said 
that one result would be that the price 
for the charging of wet batteries would 
have to be inereased. ‘‘ The cost of 
running electric radios, however, he 
added, “ will go up only very slightly. 
The majority of radio sets are run on 
the ‘flat rate,’ by people who pay a 
certain fixed minimum — 
Cinema theatres will be badly hit, ac- 
cording to several managers inter- 
viewed. Even allowing for the recent 
Goveynment-inspired economy—which 
prohibits the burning of hghts on 
cinema frontages after sunset—the 
cinemas are heavy users of current. 
“ Our bill for current is £65-£70 a 
week, said Mr. M. Elliman, manager, 
Theatre Royal, Dublin. ‘‘ This addi- 
tional ten per cent. is only another ex- 
ample of the way in which costs have 
been increased all round, leaving the 
cinema business no way in which to 
recoup itself,” 

“I think that when they consider 
the circumstances,” said Mr. Joseph 
Walker, Chairman of the Dublin 
Chamber of Commerce, ‘that elec- 
tricity consumers will realise that the 
E.S.B. is justified in increasing their 
charges.’ 


E.S.B. STATEMENT 
The Electricity Supply . Board, in 
explanation, points out that, the annual 

output of electricity is now about 
mifion units, of which the hydro- 


electric plant on the Shannon can 
supply abo million units in a year of 
average rainfall. Sales have thus 
reached a level far in excess of the 
capacity of the hydro plant, and w an 
average year some 35 per cent. of the 


units must be generated from coal at. 


the Pigeon House plant. ‘The coal 
purchased by the Board has increased 
In price by 75 per cent. since the out- 
break of war, and it is inferior in 
quality. This increase in coal costs has 
rendered an increase in the price of 
electricity unavoidable. The increased 
charges were foreshadowed in the 
Board's annual published in 
July last. 


FUEL RATION 
UNCHANGED 
BUT ONLY ONE BAG OF COAL 


The ration of fuel for domestic pur- 
poses in non-turf areas in November is 
one-eighth ton of coal or a quarter ton 
of turf, or a quantity of coal and turf 
of which the weight of coal plus half 
the weight of turf shall not exceed one- 
eighth ton. 

The amount of coal included in the 
fuel ration in the Dublin area is not 
to exceed one bag (li cwts.), the 
balance of the ration to be made up 
with turf. This arrangement is ne- 
cessary to ensure that each registered 
domestic user will get a share-of the 
coal available. 8 

The maximum retail price- of turf in 
the non-turf area has been fixed at the 
rate of 64s. per ton. 

The following areas have been in- 
cluded in the scheduled turf area—Co. 
Borough of Limerick, Co. Meath, and 
that portion of Co. Limerick not 
hitherto scheduled. In scheduled areas 
coal may not be purchased for indus- 
trial or domestic purposes except under 
permit. There is no restriction on the 
sale of turf in scheduled areas. 


COMMISSIONER OF 
VALUATION 


The Minister for Finance has ap- 
pointed Mr. Cornelius C. McElligott 
to be Commissioner of Valuation, 
Chief Boundary Surveyor, and 
Director of Ordnance Survey, with 
effect as from the árd November, 1941. 
Mr. McElligott entered the permanent 
Civil Service by open competition. in 
1909. He has been Chairman of the 
Prices Commission since 1938, having 


report 


of Taxes. 


SHOULD DIABETICS 
DRIVE? 


Faced with the problem whether 
diabetic patients should drive cars, Mr. 
W. F. McCoy, a Belfast magistrate, 
‘yesterday reserved judgment. Mr. J. 
D. Chambers, K.C., told him that, if 
the Court held that a doctor said 4o be 
a diabetic: was not physically capable 
of holding a driving licence, all 
diabetics must be “ struck off,” 

The police had avplied for the dis- 
qualification of the driving. licence of 
Tr. Charles Ratherford Murdock, of 
Adelaide Tark, Belfast, on the grounds 
that, being a diabetic patient, his 
reactions to remedies made him unfit 
to have proper control of a car. 

Mr. J, A. Smith, a specialist, said 
that, provided diabetes was properly 
controlled by insulin, there was no 
reason why a person should suffer in- 
capacity ffom insulin coma. A great 
many of the 3,000 diabetic patients 
under his control were drivers. 


ett 
“STOP NIGHT 


BOMBING ” 


A petition to the Government to 
refrain from night bombing,~ but to 
resewe the right to reconsider their 
decision if the Germans do not do the 
same, is being forwarded to Mr. 
Churchill by the Comm ittee for the 


THE TEA RATION 
Although it is unlikely that 


any announcement about the 
November tea ration will be 
made until to-day, the “* Irish 
Times understands that 
merchants will be asked to 
maintain the present ration 
of one ounce until after 
‘Christmas, 


SCHOOL OF CELTIC 
STUDIES 


NEW APPOINTMENTS TO 
GOVERNING BOARD 


[7 was officially announced last 

night thet the President, 

acting on the advice of the 
Government, has appointed 

The Right Rev. nsignor 

Patrick Boylan, M.A., 

DD. Lstt:, ee... 4 “ia 

P.P., Dun Laoghaire, to 

be the Chairman of the 

Governing Board of: thr 

School of Celtic Studies, 

in the Dublin Institute 

for Advanced Studies, 


and 
The Rev. Francis Shaw. S.].. 
M.A.., to be a member of 


the Governing Board. 

It will be recalled that, as exclusively 
announced in the Tri Times on the 
4th July last, Professor D. A. Binchy, 
Ph.D., Barrister-at-Law, resigned fron 
the first Council. of the Institute, and 
Professor Osborn Bergin, Ph.D., re- 
linguished, his position as a Senior 
Professor in the School of Celtic 
Studies. 

An official communiqué last night 
stated :— 


MONSIGNOR BOYLAN 


‘“ Monsignor Bovlan, who is the Pro- 
fessor of Eastern Languages in Univer- 
sity College, Dublin. was formerly 
Vice-President of St. Patrick’s College, 
Maynooth and Professor of Sacred 
Scripture and Oriental Languages at 
that College. He is a Canon of the 
Dublin Chapter and was created a 
Domestic Prelate in 1939. <A scholar 

ogist of international repute, 


eo Pe 
w “ é 


Monsignor Boylan is the author of 
several well-known works, including 
‘The Psalms,’ a study of the Vulgate 
Psalter in the light of the Hebrew 
text; ‘Thé Epistle to the Hebrews 
(Translation and Commentary)’; ‘ The 
Epistle to the Romans (Translation 
and Commentary)’; ‘Thoth, the 
Hermes of Egypt.’ With Rev. P. J. 
Browne, Maynooth, now the Chairman 
of the Council of the Dublin Institute 
for Advanced Studies, he is joint 
author of ' Beatha Iosa Criost.’ 


REV. FRANCIS SHAW, 
S.J. 


“ Rev. Francis Shaw. S8..J., Professor 
of Early and Medieval [Irish in Univer- 
sity College, Dublin, obtained his M.A. 
degree in Celtic Studies with First 


about £40,000 


Class Honours in 1931. He won the 
Travelling Studentship in Celtic 
Studies in 1930, having obtained the 
Mansion House Fund Scholarship in 
Trish Language and Literature i 


Krom 1¥0¢ to 1¥6d he studied uu... 
Professor Thurneysen at the University 
of Bonn. and later he carried on Post- 
Studentship Research under the direc- 
tion of Professor T. O’Rahilly at 
Cork and Dublin. His published works 
include ‘The Dream of Ocngus’ 
(Aislinge Oenguso), and also a work 
on medieval _medico - philosophical 
treatises in the [Irish language, pub- 
lished in Féil-Sgribhinn Eoin Mhic 
Néill.’ 

. The Rev. Francis Shaw. S.J., is a 
son of the late Mr. P. W. Shaw, of 
Mullingar, who for several years was 
a member of the Dail and a member 
of the Fine Gael Party, 


DAYLIGHT RAIDS 
ON FRANCE 


VESSELS LEFT ON. 
_ FIRE 


The Air Ministry last night an- 
nounced a number of daylight sweeps 
over. Northern France arid the Channel, 
in the course of which attacks were 
made on an electricity transformer 
station, factory buildings,-railway com- 
munications and canal barges. Three 
small coastal vessels were attacked and 
left on fire. ° Two British fighters are 
reported missing. ' 

Shortly before dark yesterday British 
fighters shot a raiding bomber down 
into the sea off the East ast. 


Some 40 horses from the seized nro- 
erty of Baron Edouard de Rothschild, 
-have been sold for 7,500,000 francs— 


Abolition of Night Bombing, 


cording to Lyons Radio.—(Reuter), 


si iosses on the Italian troo 
compelled to entrench. 


at pre-war rates—ac- i 


Threat To Anglo-Soviet 
Communications 


German Aim in Crimea 
and Caucasus 


W ITH the Red Army holding its own in the battles of the 


Central front, news last night indicated the intensity of 


the German bid to cri 
a Crimean spring-boar 


North 


by naval warplanes are meeting the 


le the Soviet Black Sea Fleet and gain 
for an attack on the rich oil-bearing 
ern Caucasus. Fierce counter-attacks and bombing raids 


German offensive, which, 


Berlin claims, has carried General Von Rundstedt’s troops 
through the Perekop Isthmus into the peninsula itself. | 


Berlin reports say that the Germans see the vast Caucasian 
quota of Soviet Russia's 35,000,000 tons oi] output within their 


grasp, and are preparing to throw eve 
m campaign. From the 
to swoop southwards in an effort to isolate the Caucasus 


into the Sou 


ounce of their effort 
netz Basin they Fa 
rom 


the rest of Russia, and ‘planes, panzer divisions and artillery 
are being massed for the complete occupation of the Crimea. 


The si 


Kerch, on the eastern tip of the peninsula, is the 


ificance of the fierce Luftwaffe assaults against 


German aim 


to gain a bridgehead across the narrow strait between the Black 


Sea and the Sea of Azov, in ‘order to threaten Anglo-Soviet 


communications. 


Should the Germans overcome the 
resistance of the isthmus defence zone, 
reinforced recently, it is said, by 
200,000 of the Russian troops safely 
evacuated from Odessa, any attempt to 
cross the Kerch Strait would have to 
deal with the formidable Soviet Fleet 
based on the reputedly almost im- 
pregnable base of Sebastopol and 
Rostov, at the mouth of the Don. 

The latest Soviet communiqué re- 
ports. continued fighting on four 
sectors of the Moscow front—Mozhaisk 
(west), Volokolamsk (north-west}. 
Malo-Yaroslavets (south-west) and 
Tula (south)—but gives no main opera- 
tional news of the other battle zones. 


Tula, a new name in the Red Army’s } 


official reports, represents the most 
dangerous thrust against the capital at 
the moment. Driving north from Orel, 
the German tank General, Guderian, 
is striving desperately to batter a way 
to this manufacturing town, as part of 
a plan apparently to swing east later 
in an -effort to get round behind 
Moscow, 

A Soviet news agency despatch last 
night says that all along the front the 
Red Army. troops are standing. their 
ground. 

On the left flank (the south) in the 
Tula sector the Russians are fighting 
grimly in their old defence lines, im- 
proving their positions and meting out 
severe punishment to the enemy. 

From Berlin comes an. admission 
that General Gregory Zhukov’s troops 
defending the capital have carried out 
counter-attacks during the last 48 
hours, and from an Italian war corre- 
A agrees describing operations on 
the southern front east of Stalino, 
says the Russians, using large forces 
of artillery, ‘planes, anti-tank guns 
armoured trains, have inflicted heavy 
who were 
heavy.were 
their losses that reinforcements had 
to be rushed up to the front so serious 
did the situation become that the 
Italian Commander ordered his men 
not to yield “a single metre of 
ground.’’—(Press Association and Reu- 


ter.) , 
KALININ FIRES 


According to the German News 
Agency to-night, the Russians 
evacuated Kalinin—110 miles north- 
west of Moscow—on October 13, after 
setting fire to important stores and fac- 
tories. 

Attacks from the south-west, it 1s 
stated, took the Soviet troons by sur- 
prise, while another German Division 
attacked from the north-west. 

Two infantry regiments are said to 
have arrived f-om Moscow on October 
12. while on the 15th other troops and 
tanks approached the town and 
attacked the German positions stub- 
bornly and persistently the whole day. 

On October 14 Soviet bombers came 
into action, but already, it is claimed, 
German infantry had occunied the 
south-western districts as far as the 
Volga, and a bridgehead was formed.— 
(Renter. ) 

Moscow radio stated last mygnt that 
on Thursday the Germans threw two 
tank and infantry forces into the Volo 
kolamsx battle, pushing the Soviet 
troops back slightly. From their new 
positions, however, the Russians pre- 
vented a further advance. 

Russian troops attacked in the Malo 


III Mt 
SOVIET MIDNIGHT 
COMMUNIQUE 


The Soviet midnight com- 
muniqué says: — ~° During 
October 31] our troops fought 
the enemy on all fronts. On 
October 30 thirty-seven Ger- 
man ‘planes were destroyed. 
We lost eighteen ‘planes.— 
(Reuter. ) 


UU 


Yaroslavets direction, and in one sector, 
where the Germans had broken through 
to their defences, further advance was 
repulsed In the Mozhaisk direction 
the Germans yesterday regrouped, 
bringing up fresh forees of mobile 
infantry, tanks and artillery. and 
= several times, but were thrown 
ack. 


TULA THREATENED 


South of Moscow, the Radio commen- 
tator said. “‘ Tula is now threatened. 
Breaking through the outer defences. 
the enemy 1s now approaching the 
town's suburbs, where fighting ‘s now 
in progress. On Wednesday a strong 
German tank column attempted to get 
round the Soviet defences. 

“ Both sides opened furious artillery 
fire. but in spite of all his efforts the 
enemy was, unable to advance. Heavy 
fighting continues at Tula, and, though 
Nazi losses are vast, the enenry persists 
in his attack. During the past twenty- 
four hours the enemy has displayed 
only sight activity at Restov, confin- 
ing himself to digging-in operations. 
The River Don is said to be in full 
flood. as a result of recent rains, and 
operations are being hampered.” 

The commentator disclosed that when 
a dam was blown up in one Rostov 
sector some 300 enemy motor lorries 
were caught in the floods and are now 
under water. A similar fate overcame 
a Jarge number of lorries in another 
sector. 


REPORTED REQUEST 
TO BRITAIN 
NEW YORK, Friday.—Russia has 


asked Britain to declare war on Fin- 
land, Hungary, and Rumania, accord- 
ing to a Washington report, quoting 
usualiy well-informed circles. The 
Soviet Government, these circles 
understand, considers that the fact 
that these three countries are still 
technically at peace with Britain while 
at war with Russia, puts Russia at a 
political disadvantage. The same 
circles say that it is understood that 
no action woul be taken by Britain 
without consultation with the United 
States.— (Reuter.) 


Over fifty members of the Maritime 
Inscription and the Port Board of Con- 
trol were guests of the Carlton Cinema 
management at the first showing in 
Eire of the Universal comedy, “ In the 
Navy.” starring Bud Abbot and Lou 
Costello, of ‘* Rookies ' fame. 


THE IRISH ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 
was promoted pursuant to the Insurance (Amendment) 
Act, 1938, under conditions of operation and safeguards 
for Policyholders determined by the Insurance Act, 
1936. The Company was formed by the amalgamation 
of the business and personnel of nine of the leading 
Irish and English Assurance Offices and links up with 
the traditions of Offices whose insurance experience in 


Ireland goes back over half a century. 


The Company 


is wholly national in its control, is under experienced 
management, and the service and security for its 


Policyholders is absolute. 


The Irish Assurance Company transacts all forms of 
Ordinary Life Assurance and Industrial Assurance and 
issues Policies payable by Single, Annual, Half-yearly, 
Quarterly, Monthly and Weekly Premiums. 


For particulars apply to our Representatives in every 


district or direct to :— | 


AM. 
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COMPANY LIMITED 


Chief Office: Hammam Buildings, Upper. O Connell Street, Dublin, C& 


